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Is English really taught as a Foreign
Language in Australia?

WEE=EE? F—-AP5Y7

Synopsis [FUsIC

Over my twenty year career, | have taught kindergarten, primary, middle, senior secondary, tertiary and
adult students in Japan and Australia. Regardless of age, level, nationality or gender, the majority of
my students find English spelling challenging. With my own personal experience of overcoming spelling
difficulties, 1 am not surprised that spelling continues to baffle students, both non-native and native
English speakers alike. As a teacher, currently instructing students in spelling strategies at primary and
secondary levels in Far North Queensland, Cairns, | can draw some obvious contrasts, but also some
surprising similarities between learning English as a Foreign Language in the contexts of Australia and
Japan.

WEBEVWSEEDLEIR. Fin. ZEPHRIZUCEHEICEODSTEEEICE >TEZRBRBHDTIFERW, Fhod 20 FLU
LEDEZBEEA—IA NS Y7 CORBHEDEEREZD & (CHAEICH T DHEBIEEDHEERPEN FHERZ
EoTHDo

How is English taught in Japan? BACOREEHE

English is taught as a compulsory subject in primary and secondary schools in Japan. Rather than as
a means for communication, English education in Japan is an exercise in mental rigour. Classes are
conducted mostly in Japanese, rather than in the target language of English. Grammar and spelling rules
are taught logically, systematically and explained in detail in Japanese, by the native Japanese speaking
teacher. To complete a test typically handed out in the Japanese classroom, one would need a deep
understanding of both spoken and written Japanese. Students will often be asked to write a detailed
explanation of a particular grammar rule in Japanese to demonstrate their understanding. For the
majority of students in Japanese high schools, particularly in rural areas such as Hachinohe, opportunities
to speak face-to-face with English-speakers are often limited.

INPFICBVTHMERBE THBHEEF. EICHAAHEMC K UICERARY VI ZhDICRENIC. ARNICEARET
BEENS. Z0H. FBEICKFVBREDOERRENOMNELRD, HWAMHOERTIE. EEDIEFEAENTEE
ZERA U CRERERERE LRI 2RREFZB L (ER0,

Are Japanese students of English better spellers than native-English speakers?
BRDEFEDENARY Y ITHER?

While Japanese teachers of English may be criticised for restricted capabilities in conversational English,
I would contest that their knowledge of grammar and spelling rules rival that of most native-English
speakers. Having learned English as a first and only language, naturally as a child through exposure
to the English speaking world, English for the majority of Australians is acquired unconsciously. On
the other hand, to learn a second language, a conscious effort is mandatory. As research by Rod Ellis
(1997) demonstrates, Second Language Acquisition requires a detailed understanding of how language
works. Preciously because most Japanese teachers have studied English consciously, they have a better
understanding of grammar conventions than most native English speakers. This knowledge is transferred
to the student via instruction in the native language of Japanese. | would argue that because of this,
students taught in the Japanese system are better English spellers that the average Australian student
educated in Australia.

BAANREBREADREVECH T BEFF. REJEZBFESIVENTLD I ENEN, BEEHDSEIC “SF LU
THEZHEIEBEBFELEFKREILKERGY., AEELULTEE T35S, N BCEPEROEBNTIARTSH S
EVDN, BENGEINVEEEIND, TOTENSTENRA —X FSUP ANEREKD BEOEREDHFHARY >
THROPBENTVBDTIR. EEXBZTEHH.

How is English taught in Australia? #—X S U7 COHEEE (EE) BE

Just as Japanese students are learning English as a Foreign Language, so too are many Indigenous
Australians. Surprising to many, the language of the classroom or Standard Australian English (SAE), is
not always the first language learned by many Aboriginals. Like students in Japan, these Indigenous
students’ exposure to “school” English is limited to the classroom. However, unlike the Japanese,
instruction in the Australian classroom is not in the native language. In Japan, teachers share a common
bond with their students of learning English as a Foreign Language. Japanese teachers are well versed in
English grammar conventions. In contrast, the majority of teachers in Indigenous Communities have come
from outside of the community. In other words, the imported teachers have learned SAE as their first
language, whereas the students are learning SAE as a Foreign Language. Furthermore, as the teacher has
learned SAE naturally and unconsciously, many have restricted understanding of how to teach spelling
rules and grammar conventions. To make matters worse, teachers are often unaware that their students
are learning SAE as a Second Language.

BARAICE>DTRENMNEEZCTHDDEBRKRIC, Z<DF—
ARSUTPHRERICEODTHRE (F—A NS U FIREREE
SAE) W81 55ETH S LIRSV BSDHICIFTEEEICEE
TEDRF. ZROFEDHEVWSEFDOWVD, HENBEE
DHERH. REZH2E5FLITIRERDEREICHESD
£ 1 EBCHREBZEBI BT LBBRLL. BEZHNEFEL
TEET 3L SBHRIRREBRREZBR/UL VSR LR
Vo TSICE2EFBL U TOREBEEOHNERICEZRAL
BLHEEIBVSDHEETH .

| have described some of the obvious contrasts and shocking
similarities of teaching English as a Foreign Language in
Japan and Australia. Perhaps the observations | have made
are obvious to those who view them from a distance. Up
close, our vision is blurred and it is difficult to see a solution.
There is benefit in standing back and turning to Japan, to
take note of how native Japanese speakers teach English as
a Foreign Language. Australian educators would do well to
take note of the strong handle Japanese teachers have on

the standard language. TPYRDE—F (FU—RNUFPU—THFEE)

HEEEBOMEICRAL T, BREF—X NS UTZICIEENR
HLREASHBREERDNEFET D, B DBIEHERIFEE
TRIBVH. F—X S U7 OHEMEDBARICHIT BHEEEE
BENSRURR I EBZLBIDTRRVN,

Jodie Hogan (\FmitEsisty 9 —S5519)

Jodie Hogan is an Associate Lecturer with Hachinohe University.
Her teaching career spans over 20 years. In 1998-2001 she was an
Australian ambassador on the Japanese Exchange Teaching Programme,
teaching English at various kindergartens, primary, middle and high
schools in Sannohe and Hachinohe. She obtained a Master of Education
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) in 2003. After living
in Japan for 8 years, she now resides with her Japanese husband, son
and daughter in Far North Queensland, Australia.

BEEF—Z S U7 THHBEND SKEET 20 FLUECDIE2HERS CORBRZER. /\FAZE
@R )\FPEBRAE) TR 14 FENSTR 20 FFT [HEIS1=5—Y 3 V] BREEEL,
BfE. 2—ANSU7 7V XTTEE
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