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What is the impact of exireme educational approaches on spelling in
Australian schools?

SYnopsis izuwic
From spelling dux dad to spelling dunce daughter, extreme educational approaches in Australian
schools can impact on the spelling capabilities of students in just one generation.
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Spelling Dux Dad z~uvo@stors

Traditionally, Australia has a proud history of producing super spellers. Over a 100 years ago, my
grandmother's education consisted of the “3R's” an acronym for “Reading, Writing and Arithmetic.”
Students parrot-learned the three core skills from the all-knowing teacher, in rote like fashion. Times
tables, spelling, punctuation and grammar rules were sung out loud in unison. Although inkpots were
exchanged for modern pens, compulsory education for my father's generation continued to mirror the
“3R” approach, successfully churning out grammar kings, spelling queens and human calculators.
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Rules of literacy were taught explicitly, systematically and without compromise. Mistakes were
unforgiven. When reading a text out loud in front of the class, a mispronounced word resulted in
humiliation, the teacher publically shaming the student for making an error.Fellow classmates would
snicker, jeer insults or remain deathly silent, praying they would not be the next victim. Teacher
enforced punishment for misspelled words included rewriting the word 100 times during lunch.
Although reserved for behaviour misdemeanours,the cane may have been a deterrent for incorrect
spelling. The cane was a large, flexible stick made of bamboo. Students who found themselves in
this unenviable predicament were required to hold out their hand, palm up and receive 1-5 whacks
administered by the Headmaster. However, my father assures me his motivation to spell well was
not driven by fear, but rather by the dream to be top of the class. A goal he achieved. In grade 7,
my father was the proud recipient of the 1958 gold medal for being dux of the school. Thanks to his
education by rote learning, rules and repetition he was, and still is, a spelling champion.
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Spelling Dunce Daughter z~u>ogston

While my fathers' education produced spelling geniuses, the dominate pedagogy of rote learning
was criticised in the late 1960's and 1970's. My generation partook in a significant shift in education.
Schooled in the 1980's we were privy to a much gentler approach to learning. Corporal punishment
was abolished and freedom emphasised. Authoritarian teaching practices became a ghost of the
past. Instead of being taught strict grammar,punctuation and spelling regulations, 80's kids were left
to experiment. Teachers encouraged us to simply guess spelling with no attempt to teach spelling
conventions. This was known as “Inventive Spelling” . It was the age of student-interest based
discovery learning. School days were filled with fun, story writing, week long art projects and drama
productions. In the absence of rules, creativity reigned, particularly creative spelling.
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Two or mare simple
i sentences joined by a
3 coordinating conjunction.

A complex sentence has:
: subordinator.

& subordinator shows the
2 relationship between two deas

INFRBZED/BTIRS Y

In my children's generation, there has been a return to the “3R's” . The problem is the responsibility

lies on teachers, the majority of whom have been educated as | have, in the “Inventive Spelling” era.
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