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For the First Time in Forever

On the summer of 2019, exactly on my birthday, my lifelong
dream of living and working in Japan came true. I found
myself truly immersing in Japan not just as a tourist, but as
a resident.

It's my first time to be in Aomori. I have lived with my
family in Ireland for four years so it wasn't my first time to
experience winter but Aomori is extreme! I always feel cold!
School life is pretty easy and my students are all very polite
and nice to me. It makes my day and makes me feel warm
inside when my coworkers give me sweets, and my students
give me letters and origami that I decorate my home's
genkan with.

In some of my classes, we watch and listen to English music
videos with Japanese subtitles by popular Japanese artists
such as ONE OK ROCK and RADWIMPS. Sometimes, we
listen to BTS and Ed Sheeran among other foreign artists. I
find that listening to a language helps a lot to enjoy learning
one as I do the same when I'm learning Japanese. I believe
that when words fail, music speaks.

It's my first time living alone. I enjoy the freedom and
independence I have from doing my own chores (another
first timel) to budgeting my daily expenses. To be honest
though, it can get a bit lonely. Thankfully, there are a lot of
Japanese families in my community who "adopt” and help me
out. It's easy to feel at home with their warm love and
generosity. Last year, it was my first time to spend
Christmas alone since I had to quarantine but with virtual
technology, I was able to talk to my friends and relatives
from all around the world through videocalls, and celebrate
with my Japanese friends through Line.

Overall, there's a first time for everything and I am thankful
for JET and Nonishi for certainly giving me a lot of those
when I arrived in Aomori two years ago. I still have a long
way to go and I am looking forward to learn more about
Japan, its culture, traditions, people and most importantly, its
language with my stay here.
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My adventure continues in Hachinohe and
at Kosei High School

Having lived in Hachinohe for over a year and a half now,
my time here in Japan and at Kosei High School shows me
that I still have a lot to learn. My journey continues in living
and working in a different country, but new challenges have
arisen and tested me in several ways. However, with the
help from staff, students, friends and family, it makes every
moment in Hachinohe a blessing.

2020 was a difficult year. The ongoing global pandemic,
COVID-19, caused many disruptions to everyone's daily lives
and routines. This changed how teaching is done, with a
shift to online learning platforms and the creation of a "new
normal" inside and outside of school. The staff and students
at Kosel impressed me by embracing this shift and putting
education first. Despite the cancellation or postponement of
many important school events, Kosei High School stands
firm and as onel Alongside Kosei High School's embrace of
online learning and use of social media platforms, I began a
new weekly English series. "Mr. Etienne's Excellent English"
is an enjoyable, weekly print series that teaches students
English conversational and cultural topics. Topics range
from common and unique expressions, to about my home of
Australia. It is a fun and rewarding challenge to make these
prints and videos! Keep an eye out for them on the school's
homepage and Instagram account! My skills as a teacher
have improved as well. When 1 started, I struggled with and
doubted my contributions as an Assistant Language Teacher
(ALT), but after lots of practice and learning, I hope to have
reached a new level. Teaching is a rewarding experience
thanks to the help of many teachers' advice and guidance.
Little-by-little, the English skills of students have developed,
and I cherish every opportunity to speak with, and learn
from them.

My adventure continues in Hachinohe and at Kosei High
School. T still have plenty to learn as I look forward to the
new semester and towards a hopeful 2021. Thank you to all
the staff and students for all of your help and support!
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